EDUC 656
LEARNING WINDOW UNIT PLAN INSTRUCTIONS
Research shows that clear learning objectives provide students with an opportunity to maximize learning and reduce anxiety (Silver, 2018). As educators, it is our duty to breakdown the standards – which can often be too broad or laden with jargon to provide student clarity – into manageable and clear objectives for our students. Unpacking these standards in order to determine exactly how/what the students should learn is an important skill for all teachers to master in order to have a well-managed learning environment. 
There are a variety of methods and strategies that one may use to help create clear objectives and learning targets. For this assignment, you will use a derivation of a strategy known as a “Learning Window” developed by Dr. Harvey Silver to outline and pre-plan a unit on a self-selected topic and standard that incorporates a literacy learning piece. Be sure to think carefully about how you can build on this plan moving forward through the course. Be sure that in addition to the appropriate standard for the age/grade-level that you are also considering literacy and writing components as well. This overall unit plan will be the starting point that all of the other assignments in this course will build off. 
Please remember the following key points as you develop this learning window: 
· This is the BIG picture (“30,000 ft view”) of your unit. The objective here is to choose a standard that you are charged to teach either by your state OR the National Common Core Standards and breakdown the essential skills and understandings that come from this standard. This is how we decide as teachers what it is that we teach! The days of working chapter by chapter through a textbook are long gone, and we must know what the standards are for our content and where to find them. 

If you are unsure about how/where to find this information the following would be a good resource to start: 
https://www.educationworld.com/standards/

· For the purposes of this assignment we are only looking at the understandings and key ideas. You will build your Learning Strategies from this later, so be sure to focus clearly on providing a big picture view of understanding and ideas FROM the standard. If you cannot clearly tie the idea to the standard – you should NOT be teaching it and it should NOT be included! 

· Each unit/standard of study needs to be a manageable measurable amount. To properly breakdown and analyze this successfully you should be included at most two to three standards. Units that effectively create deep understanding and mastery learning should be smaller and more manageable (Guskey, 2012). Think of this as a three to four week lesson unit – not a year-long view of a course. 

· Remember that your subsequent lesson strategies will build from these ideas, so be sure to include all of the information that you may need. For example, Lesson Strategies 1 is a focus on vocabulary strategies. This will directly relate to the terms that you list here in your Learning Window Unit Plan. 


Important Note: Your selected topic and standard MUST be selected from one of the following areas – math, science, history, physical education, foreign language, business, or fine arts. As this course is specifically focused on disciplinary literacy outside of English Language Arts and reading instruction you may NOT select a standard/topic in those areas. Exceptions may be considered for secondary English Language Arts majors on a case-by-case basis. Please contact your professor ASAP for more information. 
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